Talking Points for Affiliates on arrivals of South Africans

The U.S. government determines the criteria by which new arrivals are screened and
cleared to resettle in the U.S.

We will always accepted and will continue to accept new arrivals, and to
support them with compassion and welcome.

That said, there are thousands of refugees all around the world that the U.S.
government has abandoned, who were already conditionally approved to travel
prior to January 20. The Trump Administration has not complied with multiple court
orders requiring them to open resettlement for these populations, and they must do
so immediately.

The U.S. Refugee Admissions Program has historically been a cornerstone of
America's humanitarian leadership, providing safety and hope to millions fleeing
violence, persecution, and war. The refugee program was designed to help the most
vulnerable refugees, and this is how it should be used.

Refugee resettlement has long been a bipartisan issue, supported by presidents
and lawmakers from both parties. The Trump administration has an opportunity to
reaffirm this tradition and unite the country around shared humanitarian principles.

We encourage the U.S. government to maintain the precedent of utilizing the 1951
United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees in defining the criteria
for refugees, particularly forced displacement across international borders, fear of
persecution based on protected characteristics, and the inability to return safely to
their country of origin.

We also need to acknowledge the extent of the damage done to our capacity to
serve refugees in the past several months, as a result of the extended funding
freeze, the suspension in refugee admissions, and the debilitating uncertainty of the
future of the refugee program.

We know that the capacity to resettle refugees matters greatly to this country and
we want to continue to maintain it as long as we can, so that we can work toward a
future where we are once again able to open the doors of welcome to refugees.



